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Family Promise Quilt

Family Promise is the recipient of a queen-size quilt by the Champlain Valley
Quilters’ Guild. Biannually the Guild makes a quilt that is awarded to a local or-
ganization for a fundraiser for that organization.

On Sunday, September 4th, the quilt will be on display in Fellowship Hall and the
youth will be accepting donations for Family Promise. As a thank you for a $5 do-
nation, you will receive a pack of six opportunities to win this quilt, the winner of
which will be announced on October 9th at the Champlain Valley Quilters’ Guild
Quilt Show at Bailey Avenue School. Donations will also be received in the church
office during the week.

The Family Promise program helps meet the community need for housing and ser-
vices for homeless families. The program has staff that selects the families and pro-
vides the direct services.

Our church supports this important ministry by hosting the families overnight at
our church approximately five times a year for a week at a time, and providing of-
fice and day use space on the ground floor of the Youth Center building.
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What a great summer it’s been! Our garden has been overflowing for the last few weeks with
cherry and heirloom tomatoes, squash, cucumbers, peppers and herbs. (You may have seen
the red, yellow, and orange cherry tomatoes on the table during coffee hour.) We've been
sharing with neighbors, folks at church, and the Interfaith Food Shelf. The tomato plants are
literally six feet high and bushier than | imagined they would be in my wildest dreams. A few
weeks ago, as | was watering them with a water wand, the sprinkler on the end of the wand
fell off in the jungle of tomato plants. It was green. | have yet to find it. | guess it will turn up
after the first frost! Next year, fewer tomatoes, more beans and other things!

But now summer is winding down, and the days are getting cooler. School is starting, and
folks are drifting back from their summer travels and weekend getaways to lakes and moun-
tains. And activities are gearing up at the church. We’ll be celebrating the Battle of Plattsburgh
on September || with an 1814-style order of worship; if you have appropriate period garb,
wear it! (If not, then come as you are.) On September 18, the Praise and Worship service re-
sumes at | 1:30. On September 25, we’ll be commissioning for mission the new officers of the
Plattsburgh State Protestant Campus Ministry, whose faculty advisor is our own Jean
Oeudraogo. And on October 2, we'll celebrate World Communion Sunday and receive the
annual Peacemaking Offering for our denomination.

We're also hosting the Presbytery of Northern New York for its fall meeting on Saturday,
September |7. Ministers and elder commissioners from across the presbytery will travel to
Plattsburgh for food, fellowship, worship, and business. If you’ve never been to a presbytery
meeting and are curious about what goes on, you’ve more than welcome to come. The meet-
ing begins with a brunch in the fellowship hall at |1:00 a.m. and continues through midafter-
noon.

And church school and youth events start up again in September! Check out Marianne’s arti-
cle elsewhere in this newsletter for the scoop. Did | say scoop? Rally Day is September 4, and
not only are we blessing backpacks at the start of a new school year, we are having ICE
CREAM during coffee hour! (By the time | get to Fellowship Hall after worship, it’s usually
gone...so hurry on down!)

| look forward to seeing you at church this month!

Kathy



CLERK OF SESSION REPORT

Over the course of the last several months, the Session News has noted that Session
was considering a report from the Buildings and Grounds Council proposing specific
capital improvements, involving masonry work, over the next several years to maintain
the structural integrity of the church building.

On August 15", there was a Special Session meeting at which Scott Lupini of Lupini
Construction explained the proposal, which is to repoint the entire church (sanctuary)
building. Lupini Construction specializes in masonry restoration, and they only do his-
torical restoration. About four years ago, they repointed the buttresses of the church.

Mr. Lupini stated that the masonry repointing procedures of the past were not correct,
including what was done on this church building in the eighties, when the mortar of the
whole building was skim-coated. The skim-coating was done over the top of deterio-
rating mortar, rather than chiseling and grinding it out. Also at issue is what was used
to skim coat. At the time, the thought was the harder and more impervious the mortar
the better, but a lot has been learned since then. What really needs to happen is that
the mortar needs to breathe. Moisture needs to be released through the mortar joints.
If it isn’t, it will negatively affect the stone. The moisture will get into the stone, and the
freeze/thaw cycles will cause the stone to fracture. The moisture will also compromise
the old mortar, if it doesn’t get released, and will cause the lime-based mortar to start
to solidify so it becomes hard and no longer breathes.

The Lupini proposal calls for repointing the entire church building, over a period of sev-
eral years, with a mortar that matches the original mortar. The skim coat mortar has
to be removed and then go back to good mortar which will involve chiseling/grinding
back 4 to 5 inches. Mr. Lupini stated that a good repointing job should last 50 to 75
years. The clock tower (below the steeple to the main roof) is targeted as Phase | be-
cause it appears at this point in time to be only a repointing job — not one that would
involve rebuilding the stone — and may be done with an aerial lift rather that scaffolding,
which would be required for stonework repair. In subsequent years, or phases, the
rest of the building would be done. The steeple would not be involved in these repairs.

(Continued on Page 3)
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Youth Activities

CROP Walk 2011

CROP Hunger Walk will be held on Sunday September 18th at 1:30pm
(meet at 1pm).The walk will start and end from the Plattsburgh Methodist
Church. What is CROP? Communities Responding to Overcome Poverty.
CROP Walks are neighbors from different faiths, cultures, and ages, walk-
ing together to take a stand against hunger in our world. Together we raise
awareness and funds for international relief and development, as well as
local hunger-fighting agencies. Why bother? Hungry people in developing
countries typically walk as much as six miles a day to get food, water, and
fuel, and to take their goods to market. We walk to be in solidarity with their
struggle for existence. We walk because they walk! Walkers can get their
sponsor sheets from Marianne Wilson.

Youth Groups

Youth groups will start up again September 12". Pizza Plus will meet Mon-
days from 5:00-6:30. Jr. High will meet Mondays at 6:00-7:30. Senior High
will meet during the Church School time at 10:30 beginning September 11"
until a new time and/or day is determined. Weekly updates are sent on
Wednesday afternoons via email. If you are not on the list and want to be,
let Marianne Wilson know.

Sunday School

Rally Day will be held on September 4™ During the worship service, we will
have a time for all students to come forward with their backpacks for a
blessing. If you are a teacher, bring your briefcase and be a part of the
blessing also. After the service, you are invited to a celebration to kick off
our Church School year during Fellowship time with ice cream sundaes.
Classes will begin September 11" with Praise Time at 10:30 for the Pre K-
6" grades and 10:45 for older students.
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Operation Christmas Child

Donations for Operation Christmas Child will be accepted in the large
wrapped box by the Youth Directoros Of
items on the door. This is a great time to buy those extra school supplies,

and shop the clearance sales for plain t-shirts, flip flops, and small toys.

Save those shoeboxes from the new shoes you buy for school and bring

them in now. In November we will have a shoebox packing party for all to

attend.

Dinner Providers

Do you enjoy cooking meals for Family Promise? Would you consider taking
a night to prepare dinner for the youth? We need volunteers to sign up to
cook dinner for 8-10 people Monday nights at 5:00pm. This would lessen
the burden on the four families that normally would rotate with Marianne.
This is a great way to get to know the youth in our church. More specific de-
tails, see Marianne Wilson.

Submitted by Marianne Wilson

Ti me to think about ééée.

ééeééé.é...the Tea an

e Are you making preserves from all the tasty fruit available? Make extra for the
Tea and Bazaar!

e Did you read lots of good books this summer? No room left in your book-
cases! Donate them to the book sale at the Tea and Bazaar!

e Having fun doing crafts this summer? Have leftover materials? Make extras to
sell at the craft area of the Bazaar!

e Do you have a relative or a friend who is downsizing and doesn’t know what
to do with some of their things? Tell them we have a white elephant table and
we would love donations of Christmas decorations, kitchen gadgets, etc, etc,
etc.

e Get ready! The Tea & Bazaar will be here before we know it!
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(Continuation of Session Report from Page 2)

The cost of such an extensive project is substantial. Session is currently looking at
available sources, including but not limited to grants, donations and a capital cam-
paign.

Submitted by Judy Bunnell, Clerk of Session

SEPTEMBER 201 | SERMONS

September 4, 201 |
Communion/Sunday School Rally Day
Scriptures: Exodus |:8 - 2:10, Matthew 16:13-20
Sermon: “Jesus? Who's Jesus?”

September 11, 201 |
Battle of Plattsburgh |814-style service/
Tenth Anniversary of September |1, 2001
Scriptures: | Chronicles 17:16-17, Matthew 18:21-35
Sermon: “Amazing Grace”

September 18, 201 |
Praise and Worship Service Resumes
Exodus 16:2-15
Philippians 1:21-30
Sermon: “In One Spirit”

September 25, 201 |
Commissioning for Ministry of
Plattsburgh State Protestant Campus Ministry Leaders
Exodus 17:1-7
Philippians 2:1-13
Sermon: “God at Work in You”
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September Family Promise Hosting Week

Our congregation will once again be welcoming homeless families to stay with us, beginning
on Sunday afternoon, September 25th, through Sunday morning, October 2nd.

This hosting will also be the first time Family Promise has been organized under our Local
Mission Council. Although we thought that was going to happen back in June, there were no
families being hosted at that time. What hasn’t changed is that Family Promise still needs our
continuing, active support!

Whether you haven’t yet had a chance to serve in this on-going mission, or are an experi-
enced “veteran”, we encourage you to volunteer for this important ministry. The sign-up on
the poster will show up in the fellowship area on September ||, with multiple announce-
ments to follow.

There are always a variety of opportunities and times to serve. We need supper meals pre-
pared on an evening of your choice, and then spend time with our guests. We also need
two members, male and female; to spend the night each evening our guests stay with us. Fi-
nally, laundry always needs doing at the end of the week, and can be returned at your con-
venience one of the following Sundays.

These are all easy tasks, but they all need willing volunteers. Please volunteer to serve in one
or more of these ways.

Submitted by Frank Baehre

Adult Christian Education

On September 18, the adult study class led by Stuart Voss will resume with segment 4 of
PART Il of God in America: “American Judaism” This segment focuses on the adaptation of
European Judaism to the United States culture in an age of modern industrialism. Each ses-
sion begins with a short video followed by discussion. We meet in the church library at
10:45 am SHARP. This series (in three parts) traces the development of religion (or faith
communities) in the United States from the 16™ century to the present. Intertwined with the
course of United States history are several critical theological issues about the place and pur-
pose of faith communities in the nation, including religious and national identity, and the rela-
tion of church and state.

Stuart will be away for the next three Sundays, resuming on October |6 with the final two
segments of Part Il, centering on Christian response to—and reaction against—
modernization and secularism. October 16: “A Modern Christianity” (1890-1910) and Oc-
tober 23; “Evangelical Lament—Fundamentalism” (1910-1930). PART Il will begin on Octo-
ber 30.

Submitted by Stuart Voss

Works Based Evangelism - Invitational Style

In John 1:35-42, Andrew, a disciple of John the Baptizer who has just witnessed
John baptize Jesus, asks Jesus where he is living. Jesus answers “Come and see.”
Andrew does just that, and afterwards, shares this invitation with his elder
brother, whose name is Peter. Both became quite influential followers of Jesus!

When | taught the Confirmation Class a few years ago, almost every week | wit-
nessed great examples of this invitational style at work among my students as
they invited their friends to come to class, as if to say “come and see.” Ac-

cording to Author Jeffrey A. Johnson, in his book Got Style? Personality Based

Evangelisnthe second type of works-based evangelism has to do with inviting
people, in two directions - into relationship, (the first works-based style we al-
ready touched upon in our last article), and to work side-by-side in an incarna-
tional style (the topic of our next article). Relational and incarnational styles are
First Presbyterian Church’s strongest ways of sharing the good news of Jesus
with others. But this invitational “bridge” style, crucial to bringing people into
relation, is not very strong at all among us, even though it is by far the most sim-
ple to explain or use.

Perhaps we should turn to our youth and use them as role models. Next time
you do a dinner for the Family Promise hosting, (starts this month on September
25™), invite a friend or family member to help you. Potluck coming up? Bring a
new neighbor, or reach out to someone who has just started attending our
church.  Going to church school? Invite a friend. When we find ways to include
others in the church work we are involved in - including worship - we bring them
into relationship, and it gets them doing, experiencing, works of charity right
along with us, engaging the good news first hand.

Submitted by Margaret Searing
An Invitation for You:
Please Join Us to Celebrate Evangelism
Sunday, September 25,201 I!

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you;

and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and all the earth.” Acts 1:8
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Pastor Kathy on her
first Kayak ride!

Bike ride on the
Recreation Trail on
Cumberland Head with a
stop at the Hagar Farm
to see the horses on
August 24th.

Breakfast in the Park
August 6, 201 |

Stuart, Catharine, and
Frank on a youth Auc-
tion bike ride.

By the way have you
used your winnings
from the Youth auction
yet?
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