
 

Page 10 

 Non -Profit  

US Postage Paid  

PERMIT #114  

Plattsburgh, NY 12901  

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH  

34 BRINKERHOFF  STREET 

PLATTSBURGH , NY 12901  

 

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

 

 
 

 

BEATRICE  HUNT  
02/28/1912 - 06/28/2011 

GLADYS  MCSHANE  
03/04/1915 - 06/12/2011 

 

Page 1 

 

Masthead  

Pastor  

Rev. Kathleen Crighton 
Pulse Editor  
Jennifer Booth 

The present congregation of the First Presbyterian Church of Plattsburgh has been blessed 

with a magnificent sanctuary built about a hundred and forty years ago, in the early 1870s. 

The building is a landmark on the skyline of downtown Plattsburgh, and the 198-foot high 

steeple is visible for miles across Lake Champlain. The interior is beautiful, with its carved 

wood, memorial stained glass windows, Wilhelm tracker organ, and brightly colored ban-

ners that change with the seasons. 

The present congregation did not build this structure; a generation long past did, following 

a devastating fire in 1867. To this present congregation falls the task of maintaining this 

sanctuary for future generations. The Building and Grounds Council has committed itself to 

making sure the building is well maintained and doesnõt fall into disrepair. Itõs quite a job. As 

the late Gilda Radner, in the persona of Rosanne Rosanna-Danna, used to say, òItõs always 

something.ó 

About ten years ago, this church undertook a financial campaign to raise funds for major 

repairs to the building following a fire that, had it not been caught quickly, could have de-

stroyed the entire sanctuary. Today, we find ourselves facing extensive work on the build-
ing again, although the circumstances are (thankfully) not as dramatic. The exterior stone-

work is in need of maintenance, particularly the area around the clock tower, which is way, 

way up there and not easy to get to. 

The session has been reviewing information from Building and Grounds and Lupini Con-

struction, Inc., which has done work for the church in the past. It would like to share this 

information with the congregation at a special meeting in the fellowship hall on Monday, 

August 15 at 5:30 p.m. As I write this, we hope to have Scott Lupini and a representative 

from Building and Grounds present to address questions from the session and congrega-

tion. 

Of course, the repairs are going to be expensive. The session is wrestling with the question 

of how to pay for it. The good news is that the work can be done in stages over a period of 

years, which will help with the fundraising. The session is looking for more than a few good 

people who can help with a fundraising campaign, as well. 

The aim is to begin the repairs next summer. As the work will be on the exterior of the 

building, it should not interfere with worship or other activities that go on inside. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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August 2011 Sermons 

Sermon Series: òSo Youõre a Christian. What Does That Mean?ó 

August 7, 2011  

19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Scriptures: Matthew 14:22-33, Romans 10:5-18 

Sermon: 1.òWalking the Talk and Talking the Walkó 

August 14, 2011  

20th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Matthew 15:21-28 

Romans 11:1-2a, 29-32 

Sermon: 2. òIs Christianity Inclusive or Exclusive?ó 

August 21, 2011  

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Matthew 16:13-20 

Romans 12:1-8 

Sermon: 3. òGodõs Gifts, Our Actionsó 

August 28, 2011  

22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Exodus 3:1-15 

Romans 12:9-21 

Sermon: 4. òGenuine Loveó 

(Continuation of page 1) 

As Iõve noted before, this is a seven-day-a-week church. The building is used every 

day, not only by members of this congregation, but by community groups and or-

ganizations as well. Maintaining it, when you stop to think about it, contributes to 

our mission to the community of Plattsburgh and beyond. Weõre not just spend-

ing money on ourselves. 

May Godõs blessings be on you and yours this summer. 

        Kathy 
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A Call For Teachers  

For the 2011 -2012 Church School Year  

Our church school year is broken up into 3 teaching blocks to 
make it easier to make a commitment to teach a class.  If you 
can give a longer commitment but worry about times of year you 
travel, consider team teaching with someone.  Teaching blocks 
are: Sept 6-Nov 13, January 8-March 23, or April 15-June 10

th
.  

What classes do we teach and what to expect at each level? 

Pre-K/Kindergarten : Class lessons are hands on learning and 
play.  Teachers should expect glue on their hands, to color, and 
play the same game every week.   

1
st

-4
th

: Currently our smallest age group.  Kids are at different 
reading levels but they all are eager to learn new Bible stories, to 
act them out and love arts and craft projects.  

5
th

-6
th

: Bible Survey Course.  This year will be Old Testament 
lessons.  If you have ever thought you would like to get to know 
the Bible (better), consider teaching this class.  You may not 
want to end after your rotation is over. 

7
th

-8
th

: Are you open to debate and discussions that can get you 
off your original lesson topic?  This group can change a lesson 
on forgiveness into a discussion on Godôs perfection faster than 
you can say ñmunchkins anyone?ò 

9
th

- and up : How does the Bible relate to my life today?  Explore 
faith and how it relates to our lives today. 

Interested in Volunteering?   

See Marianne Wilson or Jim Snook,  

Church School Superintendents 
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End of Summer Picnic  
Sunday, August 28

th
 Point AuRoche State Park  

Sponsored by Youth Council  

Come anytime on Sunday, because the pavilion by the beach is ours for the whole day.  

We will have a potluck dinner at 5:30.  The park assures me the bathrooms will be open 

while we are there and the electricity will be on in the pavilion.  Youth council will pro-

vide the paper goods and large water jug.  Bring something to grillðhamburgers, hot-

dogs, etc.  Bring lawn chairs, games, and warm clothes as evening comes.  We hope to 

have an evening service to celebrate our Creator and the blessings of summer. 

 

Whatôs Coming Up for Children and Youth? 

Fall is coming! (Sorry, all those who have to go back to school!)  Before everyone gets 

in the frantic rush of last ïminute preparations for the upcoming school year, families, 

children and youth are invited to a pizza party and planning meeting in the fellowship 

hall on Tuesday, August 23 at 5:30 p.m.  Come and hear about plans for upcoming the 

upcoming year, both for Sunday School and youth events.  Come and provide your in-

put and ideas about activities.  Bring your calendars (preferable marked with school 

evens, vacation breaks, and other activities you know about so far)  so you can add 

these church events and let us know about possible scheduling conflicts. 

Parents, weôd like to get your feedback on what works well in our ministry to families 

and what we can do differently.  Not just in the childrenôs and youth programs, but also 

in our ministry to adults.  What can the church be doing to support and nurture parents 

in their own walk of faith? 

Weôll have child care available,  Look forward to seeing you then. 

Kathy Crighton and Marianne Wilson 

 

Youth Activities 
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Session Highlights  

Session met for its regular meeting on July 18, 2011.  The next regular meeting 

will be August 22, 2011.  There was a special session meeting on July 25, 2011, and 

another is scheduled for August 15, 2011. 

In addition to receiving reports from the various organizations of the church and 

approving activities that are reported elsewhere in the Pulse, other Session ac-

tions included the following. 

Session heard a report on the damage caused by the lightning strike to the church 

on July 6th.  While the lightning rod prevented a fire, there was damage to some of 

the electrical systems in the church.  It is anticipated an insurance claim will be 

filed. 

Session learned that the CROP Walk will be Sunday, September 18th. 

Session designated Sunday, September 25th as Evangelism Sunday. 

Session scheduled a special meeting ð as well as a follow-up meeting - to discuss 

specific capital improvements that have been identified as being needed over the 

next several years to maintain the integrity of the church building, the financial 

ramifications, and to develop a plan to address such.  

Session approved the Church School schedule for 2011-12. 

Session began planning for the Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Northern New 

York to be held at this church on Saturday, September 17, 2011. 

Judy Bunnell, Clerk of Session 

 

Do you have a bounty of Fresh Veggies? 

If you have a bounty of fresh vegetables from your garden,  

consider sharing them with the Interfaith Foodshelf, which is based at the Meth-

odist Church on Beekman Street.  Bring them there Monday through Thursday 

mornings, and they will be made available to the hungry of Clinton County. 

Large slicing tomatoes would be very welcome at the September 7th Commu-

nity Meal hosted by First Presbyterian.   Contact Judy Bunnell at 561-8011. 

Submitted by Judy Bunnell 
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Itõs not too earlyé 

To be thinking about the Tea & Bazaar!  

Have you been saving those books you have been reading this sum-

mer?  Remember we are having a book sale this year. 

Have you started on your crafts to be sold?  We need lots of beau-

tiful handmade items for the craft table. 

Didnõt have the energy for a yard sale this year?  Bring those items 

in good condition, but not used anymore for the white elephant ta-

ble. 

Remember the bake sale as you are canning and preserving. 

Submitted by Linda Voss and Jennie Booth, Tea & Bazaar Co-Chairs 

Battle of Plattsburgh Observance  

Sunday, September 11, 2011  

 

First Presbyterianõs seventh annual observance of the òBattle of Platts-

burghó is six weeks away.   An abridged 1814 Order of Worship will be 

held at the 9:30 a.m. service on Sunday, September 11, 2011ñthe 197th 

anniversary of the Battle.   

Our churchõs role in the òSiege of Plattsburghó is significant.  We were 

the only organized faith community at the time and the building, 

framed out at the time, was used as a cavalry barracks by the British. 

An 1814 Order of Service is planned and music appropriate to the 

early 19th Century will be played.  We asking that all who are interested 

come to church that day in appropriate 1814 attire. 

We hope youõll participate in this yearõs observance. 

Submitted by Dan Ladue 
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Whatõs Happening at First Presbyterian 
 

Breakfast in the Park  
Saturday, August 6th  

9:00 - 11:00 am 

Itõs time for our annual breakfast picnic in the park!  It is a wonderful time for fel-

lowship.  Bring a dish to share.  Coffee, juice, cutlery and paper goods will be pro-

vided.  Can you help with the set-up?  Please the church office at 561-3140 if you 

are able to join in the fun. 

 

God in America, Part II  

 

The Adult Education Class, God in America, led by Stuart Voss will not meet in 

August, but will resume on September 18th, 

 

 

Thanking God In Fellowship  

 

TGIF will have a potluck get-together at the home of Jack and 

Peg Myers on Friday, August 12 at 5:00 p.m.   Please bring a 

lawn chair.   If you would like to attend call Kathe Fairweather 

at 563-2680 

 

 

Apologiesédue to technical òissuesó, we were unable to print 

photos in color for this monthõs Pulse. 
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Rising and Shining on the lawn during Vacation Bible School  

 

Camping does include doing dishes, much to the kidõs chagrine 

 

Hike led by Jim Bailey  

Youth Mission Auction Item  

 

Photos Submitted by Anne Bailey 


